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Founded in 1978 as the Immigrant City Archives by German immigrant Eartha 
Dengler, the Lawrence History Center’s mission is to collect, preserve, share, 
and animate the history and heritage of Lawrence and its people.   

Our initial collection was started at the YWCA and consisted of documents of 
resident women immigrants. Thirty eight years later, we own and are located in our 
property at 6 Essex Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts in the former Essex Company 
complex – a site on the National Register of Historic Places built in 1883 that 
includes a main office building, carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, stable, and 
warehouse.  Our largest single collection is the Essex Company business and 
planning records that meticulously document the building of the City of Lawrence 
starting in 1845. Other collections include over 20,000 photographs and glass plate 
negatives, 800 digitally mastered oral histories, mayoral papers, non-current 
municipal records, church records, organizational records from local businesses and 
agencies, and an array of family and individual records that document the ethnically 
diverse and intellectually challenging nature of Lawrence. We engage the community 
by employing these materials through physical and online exhibits, symposia, 
educational programs, and research services to foster understanding of the 
interaction of the built community and the lives of those who live and work there. 

About	the		
Lawrence	History	Center 

Lawrence	History	Center	|	6	Essex	Street,	Lawrence,	MA	|	www.lawrencehistory.org	
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Exhibit	Mural:	
“Faces	of	Immigra5on”	

Lawrence	High	School	Students	



According	to	Mary	Guerrero,	co-director	of	the	Rising	Loaves	and	LHC	board	member:	

“As	immigrants,	and	sons	and	daughters	of	immigrants,	their	struggles	are	oWen	viewed	
as	a	language	barrier,	a	cultural	barrier,	or	an	economic	barrier,	but	there	is	also	a	

narra5ve	barrier.	If	a	nega5ve	narra5ve	becomes	the	accepted	percep5on,	that	is	what	
gets	internalized.	In	well-off	communi5es,	the	posi5ve	narra5ves	of	people	with	

economic	and	civic	successes,	align	with	the	hopes	and	dreams	of	the	ci5zens.	But	in	
poorer	minority	immigrant	neighborhoods,	there	is	a	disconnect	between	the	[nega5ve]	

narra5ve	and	the	posi5ve	hopes	and	dreams	of	the	ci5zens.”	

Perhaps	the	most	meaningful	evalua5ve	measure	of	how	the	program	served	our	youth	
were	remarks	made	by	one	of	our	student’s	mothers	at	our	Annual	Mee5ng	in	
September	2015.	She	told	our	group	(in	Spanish)	that	she	“used	to	ride	the	bus	around	
Lawrence	with	her	head	down.”	Soon	her	son,	Angell,	began	to	ask	her	to	look	up	as	he	
pointed	to	different	sites	around	the	city.	He	would	say,	“Look,	Mommy,	do	you	know	
what	happened	in	that	building?	Do	you	know	how	many	people	worked	in	that	mill?	Did	
you	know	that	this	city	has	long	accepted	immigrants	like	us	from	all	over	the	world?”	
She	now	looks	up	as	she	travels	on	the	bus	and	has	a	greater	and	has	a	greater	sense	of	
herself	and	her	new	home	because	of	her	son	and	because	of	the	Rising	Loaves	summer	
program	at	the	Lawrence	History	Center.	



hep://www.lawrencehistory.org/sobre	





Throughout	2012,	we	led	a	city-wide	effort	to	
commemorate	the	centennial	anniversary	of	
the	1912	Bread	and	Roses	Strike.	We	created	a	
bilingual	exhibit	that	acted	as	a	cultural	event	
space	in	which	a	rich	programma5c	series	took	
place.	Over	70	events	were	aeended	by	over	
5,000	people	across	the	year	and	a	community	
dialogue	flourished	about	issues	that	led	to	the	
strike	–	labor	and	living	condi5ons,	social	
jus5ce,	immigra5on	and	diversity,	and	the	
effec5veness	of	collec5ve	ac5on	–as	current	
popula5ons	explored	how	these	themes	s5ll	
resonate	in	their	lives	today.	



heps://nosotroselpueblo.wordpress.com/	

Bilingual	Interviews	with	Urban	Educators,	Business	Owners,	
Residents	from	Mul5-Genera5ons	&	Ethnici5es,	Students,	

Poets,	Ar5sts,	Government	Officials,	Etc.!	









Thank you New England Archivists! 


